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What the talk will cover 

ÅThe UCAS application process  

ïThe personal statement 

ÅStudent Finance 

ÅAny questions? 

 



Quick quiz 1 

Approximately how many higher education 

courses are there to choose from? 

a) 10,000 

b) 25,000 

c) 35,000 

d) 50,000 



Quick quiz 2 

How many institutions of higher education 

are there? 

a) 98 

b) 156 

c) 320 

d) 415 



Quick quiz 3 

What is the closing date for submitting your 

UCAS application form? 

a) 15 October 

b) 15 January 

c) 24 March 

d) 31 March 

 



What is             ?               

UCAS processes over 2.5 million applications every 

year, for some 650,000 prospective students across 

the UK and beyond: helping them gain access to more 

than 340 UK universities and colleges! 

UCAS = 'Universities and 

Colleges Admissions Service' 

The organisation responsible for 

managing applications to higher 

education courses in the UK 
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A few statisticsé. 
ÅThere are over 300 institutions in the 

UCAS scheme 

Å35,000 degree courses in the UCAS 

system 

Å580,000 applicants for 2014 entry  

ÅApproximately 18,000 home/EU UG 

applications to Keele University in 2015 

 



Entry requirements 

Are the ópriceô to secure a place at 
university. 

You must check you have the correct 
qualifications: 

ÁGCSE 

ÁAS or A-level/BTEC/or equivalent 

ÁAdmissions tests (UKCAT) 

ÁWhat is required at the point of 
application? 

 



Entry requirements 

ÁWork and voluntary experience 

ÁReference based on Year 12 

ÁSome A-level subjects are NOT accepted: 
Critical Thinking/ General Studies ς please 
make sure you check before applying 

ÁPolicy on resits 

 



How the ópriceô varies 

Psychology 

Sheffield University ï AAB 

Southampton Solent University ï UCAS 280 Tariff 

points 

 

Law 

Keele University ï ABB 

Middlesex University ï 320 UCAS Tariff points 

Plus MUST check subject requirements 

 



Before Applying 

ÅAcademic potential and background: 

ïDo you meet the subject entry 

requirements?  

ïWhat are your GCSE grades?  

ïWhat is needed at point of entry?  

ïWhat are your predicted grades? 

 



Track 

ÅWelcome screen ς what is currently 
happening e.g. need to reply to offers 

ÅCan update personal details 

ÅView decisions from universities in choices 
section 

ÅReceive interview details / Reply to offers 

ÅCan cancel but not replace choice 

ÅView application form exc. reference 





UCAS EXTRA 

If you have used all of your 5 choices, and have not been successful 

with any offers or have declined any you have received, you might be 

eligible for UCAS EXTRA 

 

This gives you the opportunity to apply for additional courses - one at 

a time - until you receive the offer you prefer 

 

Universities will decide which courses they make available via Extra, 

so options may be limited 



Clearing 



UCAS Adjustment 

For those that have done better than they 

expected! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

If you've met and exceeded 

conditions for your firm choice, you 

could be thinking about looking for an 

alternative course or university 

 

You might be happy where you are, 

but with the UCAS Adjustment service 

it's possible you could swap where 

or what you're studying. So take a 

look! 





The personal statement 
ÅOpportunity to sell yourself ï show 

enthusiasm and commitment 

ÅOnly one PS for all 5 choices 

ÅMake sure the PS is fit for purpose 

ÅWell structured, current and relevant 

ÅAnalytical, not just descriptive 

ÅA statement that is ópersonalô to the 
student 

ÅKeep a copy. Basis for interview?  

 



The personal statement 

ÁWhy do you want to study the chosen subject? 

ÁWhat is stimulating and interesting? 

ÁWhat abilities/motivations/knowledge you have? 

ÁCareer goals/aspirations? 

ÁSkills: work experience, responsibility positions, 

social interests. 

ÁPlans for a year out (if any) 



Your information 

Admissions tutors are looking for: 

ÅSuitability for the course 

ÅEvidence of motivation towards and 

understanding of the course / subject 

ïhave you read the prospectus 

ïhave you read around the subject 

ÅRelevant skills and experiences 

 



Skills 

Evidence of: 

ÅIndependent study skills 

ÅCritical approach 

ÅGood level of numeracy and literacy 

ÅAbility to construct an argument 

ÅResearch and analysis 

ÅEnthusiasm to go beyond the syllabus 

ÅTime management 

 



Student Finance 

ÅEligible for up to £17,200 a year loan 

ÅWill cover fees & other expenses 

ÅYou never óseeô the fee part of the loan 

ÅYou do NOT start paying ANY back until 
youôre earning over Ã21,000 

ÅThen 9% of anything over £21,000 

ÅSo, £22K = £90 a year = £7.50 a month = 
£1.88 a week! 

ÅNot paid it off after 30 years? ï  

Forget about it!  

 



Graduate vs. Non-

Graduate salaries 

 Subject Professional Job 
Non-Professional 

Job 

Salary 

Difference 

Dentistry £30,348 ïï  £30,348 

Medicine £28,674 ïï  £28,674 

Veterinary Medicine £26,071 ïï  £26,071 

General Engineering £27,452 £15,716 £11,736 

Physics & Astronomy £24,976 £14,802 £10,174 

Mechanical Engineering £26,420 £16,910 £9,510 

Economics £26,630 £17,295 £9,335 

Social Work £24,004 £14,927 £9,077 

Librarianship & Information Management £24,116 £15,229 £8,887 

Physiotherapy £22,014 £13,333 £8,681 

Building £23,712 £15,402 £8,310 

Computer Science £23,628 £15,485 £8,143 

Mathematics £24,119 £16,161 £7,958 

Education £21,346 £14,228 £7,118 

Nursing £22,928 £15,828 £7,100 

Chemistry £22,232 £15,705 £6,527 

Business & Management Studies £22,979 £16,663 £6,316 

History £20,406 £15,023 £5,383 

Accounting & Finance £22,348 £17,419 £4,929 

Sports Science £18,748 £14,677 £4,071 

Psychology £18,986 £14,984 £4,002 

Law £19,699 £16,043 £3,656 

Drama, Dance & Cinematics £16,932 £14,380 £2,552 



And finallyé 

 

  

   é. any questions? 




