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What the talk will cover

A The UCAS application process
I The personal statement

A Student Finance
A Any questions?




Quick quiz 1

Approximately how many higher education
courses are there to choose from?

a) 10,000
b) 25,000
c) 35,000
d) 50,000




Quick quiz 2

How many institutions of higher education
are there?

a) 98

b) 156
c) 320
d) 415




Quick quiz 3

What Is the closing date for submitting your
UCAS application form?

a) 15 October
b) 15 January
c) 24 March
d) 31 March




The organisation responsible for | N
managing applications to higher UCAS = 'Universities and
education courses in the UK Colleges Admissions Service'

\ /
What is UCAS?

|

UCAS processes over 2.5 million applications every
year, for some 650,000 prospective students across
the UK and beyond: helping them gain access to more
than 340 UK universities and colleges!
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A few stat

A There are over 300 institutions in the
UCAS scheme

A 35,000 degree courses in the UCAS
system

A 580,000 applicants for 2014 entry

A Approximately 18,000 home/EU UG
applications to Keele University in 2015
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Entry requirements

Are the o6priced to se
university.

You must check you have the correct
gualifications:

A GCSE

A AS or A-level/BTEC/or equivalent

A Admissions tests (UKCAT)

A What is required at the point of .~

application? L(X?pﬁ* L




Entry requirements

A Work and voluntary experience

A Reference based

oviearl?2

A Some Alevel subjects ar&lOTaccepted:
Critical Thinking/ General Studieplease
make sure you check before applying

A Policy on resits




How t he oOopricebo

Psychology
Sheffield University 1 AAB

Southampton Solent University T UCAS 280 Tariff
points

Law
Keele University 1 ABB

Middlesex University T 320 UCAS Tariff pomts
Plus MUST check subject requirements Q . -




Before Applying

A Academic potential and background:

I Do you meet the subject entry
requirements?

I What are your GCSE grades?
I What is needed at point of entry?
I What are your predicted grades?




Track

A Welcome screeq what is currently
happening e.g. need to reply to offers

A Can update personal details

A View decisions from universities in choices
section

A Receive interview details / Reply to offers
A Can cancel but not replace choice
A View application form exc. reference
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Welcome

Welcome

Personal details b
Welcome Tom,

‘our Personal IDis: 114-057-7205.

Please make a note of this number and keep it handy. You will need to quote this number if you call

Additional information

Student finance

Choices our Customer Contact Centre.
I
Education Need guidance? Watch the video advice below [Hide video].
Employment
Statement H
Introduction to...
Reference

View all details A F b ] 1 5

Pay/Send

Help

UCAS

(Unable to view videos here? You can watch them at w ;.ucas.com'tv instead)

Options/Opsiynau

Key
L) Verify your email address
~| Completed “our email address needs to be verified as valid before you send your application to us.
Please click here to verify vour email address

+| In progress

Mot started Before starting your application, please read through the relevant infermation below regarding:

completing your application

applicants applying through a school, college or organisation
applicants applying a2 an individual

deadlines for submitting vour application.

7| Help

About us | Terms & conditions | Privacy statement Copyright @ UCAS




UCAS EXTRA

If you have used all of your 5 choices, and have not been successful
with any offers or have declined any you have received, you might be
eligible for UCAS EXTRA

This gives you the opportunity to apply for additional courses - one at
a time - until you receive the offer you prefer

Universities will decide which courses they make available via Extra,
so options may be limited




Clearing is a chance to find
a place at uni if you don’t
have any offers. Follow
these steps for everything
you need to know...

Clearing

You'll know you're
in Clearing if
Track shows your
status as...

Now it’s time to find courses -

look at the Clearing vacancies at
www.ucas.com
to see which unis have places on
courses you'd like to study.

Pick up the phone and
call the uni - treat this like
a mini interview as you're
likely to be asked a
number of questions.

If you're offered a place you
want to accept, great! Add the
course as your Clearing choice
in Track. The uni will then
confirm your place.

You've got your place!

x - %

Now go to www.ucas.com/startinguni
to get ready for uni life.




UCAS Adjustment

For those that have done better than they
expected!

If you've met and exceeded
conditions for your firm choice, you
could be thinking about looking for an
alternative course or university

You might be happy where you are,
but with the UCAS Adjustment service
it's possible you could swap where
or what you're studying. So take a
look!
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Personal details +
Our guide to writing your personal statement (opens in a new window) should help you complete
Additional information this section.
Student finance :‘deAstrr)ngly recommend you write the statement using a word-processing package and paste it in
o AppLy.
Choices
You can type your statement directly into the box or edit a statement you have pasted in.
Education

Need guidance? Watch the video advice below [Hide video].
Employment

Statement

How-to guides

Reference

View all details

Persor > tement

Pay/Send
Help
Optionz/Opsiynau UCAS

Key (Unable to view videos here? “ou can watch them at v v.ucas.com'tv instead)

| Completed Personal statement

-| In progress Click 'save' within 35 minutes =o that your work is not lost.

Mot started You have used 0 of 47 lines based on the preview and 0 of 4000 characters.

7] Help Your completed statement must be between 1,000 and 4,000 characters (maximum 47 lines)

including spaces




The personal statement

A Opportunity to sell yourself i show
enthusiasm and commitment

A Only one PS for all 5 choices

A Make sure the PS is fit for purpose
A Well structured, current and relevant
A Analytical, not just descriptive

AA statement that is 6
student

A Keep a copy. Basis for interview?




The personal statement

AW
AW
AW

ny do you want to study the chosen subject?
nat Is stimulating and interesting?

nat abilities/motivations/knowledge you have?

A Career goals/aspirations?

A Skills: work experience, responsibility positions,
social interests.

A Plans for a year out (if any)




Your information

Admissions tutors are looking for:
A Suitability for the course

A Evidence of motivation towards and
understanding of the course / subject
I have you read the prospectus
I have you read around the subject

A Relevant skills and experiences




Skills

Evidence of:

A Independent study skills
A Critical approach

A Good level of numeracy and literacy
A Ability to construct an argument

A Research and analysis

A Enthusiasm to go beyond the syllabus
A Time management [ ”‘




Student Finance

A Eligible for up to £17,200 a year loan
A Will cover fees & other expenses
AYou never Oseed the

A You do NOT start paying ANY back until
youdre earning over

A Then 9% of anything over £21,000

A So, £22K = £90 a year = £7.50 a month =
£1.88 a week!

A Not paid it off after 30 years? i

Forget about it! ‘\ -

f e
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Graduate vs. Non-
Graduate salaries

Subject Professional Job| 'On-Professional Ak

Job Difference
Dentistry £30,348 (I £30,348
Medicine £28,674 TT £28,674
Veterinary Medicine £26,071 T £26,071
General Engineering £27,452 £15,716 £11,736
Physics & Astronomy £24,976 £14,802 £10,174
Mechanical Engineering £26,420 £16,910 £9,510
Economics £26,630 £17,295 £9,335
Social Work £24,004 £14,927| £9,077
Librarianship & Information Management £24,116 £15,229 £8,887
Physiotherapy £22,014 £13,333 £8,681
Building £23,712 £15,402 £8,310
Computer Science £23,628 £15,485 £8,143
Mathematics £24,119 £16,161 £7,958
Education £21,346 £14,228 £7,118
Nursing £22,928 £15,828 £7,100
Chemistry £22,232 £15,705 £6,527
Business & Management Studies £22,979 £16,663 £6,316
History £20,406 £15,023 £5,383
Accounting & Finance £22,348 £17,419 £4,929
Sports Science £18,748 £14,677 £4,071
Psychology £18,986 £14,984 £4,002
Law £19,699 £16,043 £3,656
Drama, Dance & Cinematics £16,932 £14,380 £2,552










